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bulk of Americans to have the benefit
of this Tax Code. The Democratic plan
gives us that advantage.

Mr. Speaker, the Republican plan
speaks to the wealthiest 5 percent of
American citizens who have benefited
from America’s greatness. The Demo-
cratic plan provides for children in
America to receive that higher edu-
cation for families in America who
work every day to receive the support
that they need.

Support the Democratic tax plan. Let
us work with our colleagues to make
sure that our plan reaches those Amer-
icans who need it most.
f

JUST LOOK AT THE NUMBERS

(Mr. ENSIGN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. Speaker, we have
heard a lot of talk about the numbers
of the tax bill and for the rich, for the
poor. Let us just look at a few of those
numbers right now.

The $500-per-child tax credit over the
10 years takes up $150 billion of the $250
billion in tax cuts. The education tax
credits take up $50 billion of that 250
billion. Add those together, that is 200
billion of the $250 billion, roughly 80
percent just in those two tax cuts.

Mr. Speaker, if we look at the bills,
and I do not say to the American peo-
ple to trust any politician up here,
look at the bill, pull it up on the
Internet, and people will see that no
one can receive 80 percent of the tax
cuts that makes over $125,000 a year as
a family, $75,000 a year as an individ-
ual.

Mr. Speaker, 75 percent of this tax
cut goes to people making less than
$75,000 a year. Do not take my word for
it. My colleagues should look it up for
themselves.
f

GOP PLAN REWARDS THE RICH
WHILE DEMOCRAT ALTERNATIVE
HELPS WORKING FAMILIES

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I follow
up on my colleague from the other side
of the aisle and say do, in fact, look at
the details and my colleagues will find
that the GOP tax plan rewards the rich
and the Democratic alternative helps
working families.

Let us look at the capital gains tax.
Basically the GOP plan would essen-
tially cut the capital gains tax across
the board. It would say that for the
sale of stocks, bonds or other assets
the rate would drop to 20 percent,
where it is now at 28 percent. What the
Democrats are saying is why benefit
Wall Street? Why benefit wealthy peo-
ple who have these large portfolios of
bonds and stocks? Let us help the
homeowner.

The capital gains tax cut is a good
idea, but it should be targeted for

homeowners because that is where
most middle-class working people have
to pay a capital gains tax cut. Reduce
it for the person selling the home, not
the person with the large stock port-
folio.

And the same with the estate tax
break. Right now only 1.5 percent of
families currently pay any estate tax,
but the Republicans are saying that
they want to increase the amount up to
a million dollars. That is for the rich,
not for the working person.
f

WHY REPUBLICANS SUPPORT A
$500–PER-CHILD TAX CREDIT

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, more
confusion on the Democrat side of the
aisle; it is no wonder that their Presi-
dent is reaching over to Republicans to
try to work on a responsible tax bill.

As my colleagues know, the interest-
ing thing is in this tax debate we need
to talk about tax responsibility and so-
cial responsibility. We need in America
a tax system that is fair and honest, a
Tax Code that is clear, one that en-
courages and rewards work ethics. And
that is why Republicans are supporting
a $500-per-child tax credit for middle-
class working families.

My wife called me yesterday about
this gentleman in our district who is
on welfare. He is 30 years old, and he
has 16 kids at 30, and his quote was:
The Lord said be fruitful and multiply.

Now I am a father of four. I think the
Lord speaks a little bit more broadly
than that, such as ‘‘You need to be pay-
ing for your kids.’’ But under the Dem-
ocrat proposal, if one does not pay
taxes, they will still be able to get the
$500-per-child tax credit that middle-
class working families who pay taxes
are eligible to get. Huge difference.
f

HOW REPUBLICANS MISS THE
MARK OF BEING FAIR TO ALL
AMERICANS

(Mrs. CLAYTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, I first
want to acknowledge that those of us
who knew Bill Emerson also knew how
to debate passionately for our views on
both sides and at least held to our
views. I differ from Bill Emerson, and I
also respect him. I hope we can do the
same thing as we talk about this tax
bill.

The chairman’s mark fails to do just
what the last speaker said it does do:
Be fair. It is not fair. It fails to do that.
The Democratic plan certainly is a bet-
ter alternative in being fair to all
Americans.

Take two examples. My colleagues
mentioned the $500 deduction that both
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. AR-
CHER] has as well as the Democrats
have. The difference is they would deny

that opportunity for struggling work-
ing people, but they would not even in-
clude the earned income tax credit in
terms of the calculation. That is one
example.

The other example is that under the
Archer mark there is 600 dollars’ worth
of relief that would be given, where the
Democrat would give $1,100.

These are just a few examples how
they miss the mark of being fair to all
Americans. Let us debate this issue,
but let us debate it objectively.
f

RESTRICT TAX CUTS TO PEOPLE
WHO ARE ACTUALLY PAYING
TAXES

(Mr. NEUMANN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NEUMANN. Mr. Speaker, as this
debate on reducing taxes on working
families in America unfolds, I find it
somewhat amazing what is going on up
there. One of the goofiest criticisms
that I have heard is that people that
are paying no taxes in this country do
not get a tax cut. Well, out where I
come from, people are having a hard
time understanding how they can cut
taxes if they are not paying any taxes
in the first place.

Mr. Speaker, some may be feeling a
bit confused about this statement, and
I got to confess I was confused when I
first heard it. Now presumably the lib-
eral Democrats who have been voicing
this criticism have been saying this
with a straight face. But it is hard to
know when one is only reading such ri-
diculous accounts in the newspapers,
but apparently it is true. There are ac-
tually some liberal Democrats who are
outraged that they will not be getting
a tax cut, even though they are not
paying any taxes in the first place.

I have to tell my colleagues, back in
my district, back in Wisconsin, a lot of
folks are asking, ‘‘How could you pos-
sibly cut taxes if you’re not paying any
taxes to start with? Doesn’t that turn
the tax cut into a social welfare pro-
gram?’’ I have to say that I think it is
very important that we do restrict the
tax cuts to people who are actually
paying taxes.
f

CONGRESS IS NOT DOING ITS JOB
(Mr. GEJDENSON asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to just have a slight correc-
tion to my colleague in that these peo-
ple do pay taxes, and they pay a lot of
taxes because they are at the bottom
and their FICA taxes eat up a big por-
tion of their earnings. The basic ques-
tion is, what is the job of Congress?

Under the Republican proposal, a
family that makes $17,000 a year will
lose a thousand dollars, and a billion-
aire corporation will pay lower taxes.
It seems to me there can be arguments
for lowering everybody’s taxes, but a
Congress that in the same product
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